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NOMTItM  iOCAY  MOUNTAIN 
TOfctU  AND  fcANGG  EXPERIMENT  STATION 


No.  53  August  1947 


Missoula.  Montana 


LUMBER  PRODUCTION  GAINS  IN  THE  NORTHERN  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  REGION 

By 

M.  B.  Dickerman 

Lumber  production  in  1946  was  1,227,326  M feet  b.m.  in  the  Northern  Rocky 
Mountain  Region.  This  was  a gain  of  12  percent  over  1945.  Of  the  three 
units  in  the  region.  North  Idaho  was  first,  cutting  630,012  M feet  b.m.; 
Montana  second,  415,421  M feet  b.m.;  and  Northeast  Washington  third, 
181,893  M feet  b.m. 

An  outstanding  trend  during  1946  was  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
active  sawmills.  In  1945  there  were  444  active  mills;  in  1946,  708  - an 
increase  of  59  percent’.  Some  of  these  mills  were  idle  in  1945  but  by  far 
the  largest  number  represent  additional  sawmill  capacity  in  the  small  mill 
classes.  Most  of  these  mills  obtained  their  equipment  from  plants  which 
had  previously  gone  out  of  business,  some  migrated  into  the  region  from 
other  areas,  and  a few  purchased  new  equipment. 
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The  increase  in  lumber  production  and  in  the  number  of  active  mills  is 
accounted  for  by  several  factors.  During  1946  the  unprecedented  demand 
for  all  species  and  kinds  of  lumber  stimulated  all  mills  to  maximize  their 
production.  Although  there  were  acute  shortages  of  logging  and  milling 
equipment  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  more  equipment  gradually  became 
available.  Disputes  between  labor  and  management,  which  greatly  curtailed 
production  in  1945,  did  not  hold  down  production  in  1946.  Weather  was 
favorable.  Labor  became  more  plentiful.  Elimination  of  price  control  meas- 
ures the  latter  part  of  the  year  removed  a restraining  influence  for  high- 
cost  producers. 

Tables  I and  II  attached  give  by  states  and  the  region  detailed  statistics 
on  lumber,  tie,  lath,  and  shingle  production  for  1946.  In  addition,  lumber 
production  is  shown  by  species  and  by  mill  classes.  Data  on  which  these 
tables  are  based  were  collected  by  the  Northern  Rocky  Mountain  Forest  and 
Range  Experiment  Station  l/  in  cooperation  with  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

The  figures  given  are  preliminary;  final  results  will  be  published  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census. 


1 / The  following  members  of  the  Division  of  Forest  Economics  participated 
in  the  collection  and  compilation  of  the  data:  P.  N.  Holmes,  A.  B. 

Evanko,  E.  W.  Smith,  H.  J.  Pissot,  and  M.  E.  Metcalf. 
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